





35th Annual Meeting

Nearly 300 staff, providers, board members and public officials gathered at Holy Cross College’s Hogan Center
to help ESWA celebrate its 35th Annual Meeting on October 20th, 2009. Although the challenges of providing
community based, long term care during difficult economic times were addressed, the meeting mostly focused on
newer programs at ESWA designed to provide assistance to seniors and their caregivers. Some of these programs
include: the Aging and Disability Resource Consortium, Wellness Education, Kateri Tekakwitha (KT) Housing,
LGBT Aging Project and the continued focus on Community Choice. Also honored at the meeting were the 2009
“Outstanding Homemakers” from the following providers: Kimberly Agostinelli, Ace Medical Services; Justyne
Kozikowska, AmeriCare Health Services; Mary Daley, Catholic Charities Worcester County; Anna Mena, Family
Services of Central MA; Sylvia Feliciano, Home Staff, LLC; Alicia Giroux, Independence Healthcare Corp.; Luisa
Delacruz, Interim Healthcare; Rosemarie Sinclair, Medical Resources Home Health Corp.; Karen Locke, Overlook
VNA; Lillian Gonzales, Premier Home Health Care of MA; Ameyo Amedegnato, Specialty Home Care Services.

From Overlook VNA are “Outstanding ESWA Assistant Director Maureen Siergie  Lillian Gonzales (c) was the “Outstanding
Homemaker” Karen Locke (1), with (r), presenting award to Rosemarie Homemaker” from Premier. Also from Pre-
Overlook Coordinator Susan Willett (r). Sinclair of Medical Resources. mier Kim Arms (1) and Brenda Rivera (r).

Sandra Albright, Undersécretary of “Outstanding Homemakers ™ were in attendance Outgoing Board President Sr. Marie
MA EOEA, was the Featured Speaker. to receive their awards and gifis. Therese Martin and ESWA Dir. Lou Swan.

Karen Curtis with Rep. Lew Evangelidis. C O n g ratu l ati o n S !

On November 18th, ESWA Case Manager Karen Curtis was awarded the 2009
Cathe Madden Award at a ceremony at the State House in Boston. The event was
co-sponsored by EOEA and the MA Council for Home Care Aide Services. The
award is presented annually to one home care case manager from around the
Commonwealth who “demonstrated extraordinary enthusiasm, innovation, and
commitment to her job.” That definitely describes Karen!

William R. Reitzell, Jr. George Russell Realty Youngs Garage
Attorney At Law Compliments 15 Hamilton Street 400 Chandler Street*
of Worcester, MA Worcester, MA 01602 -
Donahue, .Rauscher, Bob Spellane 01604 Tel. # 508-755-2385
& McGrail, PC State Representative Fax # 508-363-3057
23 Harvard Street, p A Joe Sullivan, REALTOR®
Worcester, MA 01609 13th Worcester District Realtor Foreign/Domestic -Body Work -
1"1;;}1(. z ;5(())2_—;;517_—57;;; Cell # 508-479-5273 Tune-Ups -Brakes - Mufflers

-Engine Diagnostics - Emissions

Fax # 508-792-2422

*Located across from ESWA




Politics Aside...

an Elder Edition interview with a local public official

Before becoming a legislator you were a social worker. Did that background influence
the decisions you made during your legislative career? Absolutely, having a background
in social work (Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children), and look-
ing at problems facing families from a social work perspective, all positively guided me
during my tenure.

With the fiscal crisis currently facing the Commonwealth, what do you consider your
top priorities in terms of funding for Home Care? I don’t think it’s any secret or any
revolutionary idea, but caring for people in their homes with specialized/trained home

care providers is not only cost effective, but in many cases, better for the individual. Re- Representative Vincent Pedone
ductions in home care in the long term will increase costs to the Commonwealth and our 15th Worcester District
health care system. In the short term, it impacts the well being, the independence, and

the dignity of our seniors.

Has there been any piece of legislation that you have advocated for (or voted on) over the years that you
thought was particularly vital with regards to the safety of our elder population? During my tenure as a state
legislator, I have championed and voted on a number of issues dealing with the safety of our elder population

across the Commonwealth. There have been various issues that I have supported ranging from elder abuse initia-
tives to insurance and housing reforms, and in addition, I was a lead sponsor in the Identity Theft Bill protecting
seniors from fraud. Currently, I am working on House Bill 4344, a Bill to create a silver alert program to protect
seniors. 1 feel this is a very important piece of legislation which helps protect seniors that go missing or wander on
their own due to serious illnesses such as Dementia or Alzheimer’s Disease. The program is set up like the Amber
Alert System, and is just as essential.

You are currently chair of the House Committee on Bills in the Third Reading, what does that entail? It is
my job as Chairman of Bills in the Third Reading to oversee the bills and resolves prior to their final reading. Any
corrections, error in grammar or suggestions of amendments are worked on by myself and my staff. Once this is
done, it is my job to either release the bill out favorably or hold it for further review.
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